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Basharmal holds Master’s degrees in both Political Science and 

Education. He is a political philosopher and educationist engaged in 

the Afghan and international spheres, writing on relevant concepts 

and strategies. To date, he has written and published eight works and 

translated 12 others from English to Pashto in the areas of political 

science, economics, security and conflict resolution on national and 

regional levels. Basharmal has long worked with both national and 

international organizations and Ministries; currently acting as an 

Education Research Officer at Ministry of Education, Afghanistan.

Email: Basharmal.khan@gmail.com

Khan Wali Khan Basharmal – Ministry 
of Education, Afghanistan



Born in 1945, Aminullah Amin was admitted to Kabul University in 1964. Receiving an East-West 
Center (Fulbright) scholarship, he attended the University of Hawaii- Honolulu, USA from 1966 to 
1971. Receiving B. Ed and M. Ed degrees in Math/ Educational Psychology, he returned to Kabul 
University and started work as a lecturer. Prof Amin received Ph. D degree in Management and 
Educational Psychology from the University of Nebraska- Lincoln, USA in 1978. He returned to 
Kabul University and started teaching as Associate Professor at the College of Psychology and 
Educational Sciences. 
Prof Amin has held various posts as Dean of the College of Education - Kabul University, Head of 
the Research Center- Kabul University, President, Department of Education, Ministry of Higher 
Education, Deputy Minister of Education, Member of the Governing Board - South Asian 
University - New Delhi (2012-2015). SAU is supported by SAARC countries including Afghanistan. 
Prof Amin has also worked with some international organizations including UNDP and UNHCR as 
Educational Expert. He is a member of the National Council on Higher Education, Member of the 
Board for Master and Doctoral Programs - Kabul University, and Member of the Master Board for 
the MPPA (Master of Public Policy and Administration - College of Law, Kabul University 
supported by the University of Massachusetts- USA. Prof Amin has published many 
academic/research papers in local and international journals. 
Prof Amin has been leading the Learning Assessment Unit- Ministry of Education, the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan since January- 2013. The National Study of the Learning Assessment of 
Grade 6 was completed in 2014. Currently, the Learning Assessment of Grade 3 in the 15 
Provinces of Afghanistan is under way and will be finished by December 2016. 
Hobbies: Reading books and hiking/walking.

Email: amin_afg@yahoo.com

Aminullah Amin – Ministry of Education, 
Afghanistan



Email: mosawerbarakat@gmail.com  

Abdul Mosawer Barakat – Ministry of 
Education, Afghanistan



Ursula is a Research Fellow at the Australian Council for Educational Research 
(ACER), and involved in ACER’s Centre for Global Education Monitoring (GEM). She 
looks forward to being at the Aurangabad workshop on citizen-led assessments. 
On her first ever trip to India, she likes the prospect of meeting and engaging with 
the people involved in citizen-led assessments and planning to also get involved. 
She moved to Melbourne at the beginning of 2014, together with her son (a 16-
year-old teenager), to live there with her husband. She has 14 years’ experience 
as an educational researcher, specialising in large-scale assessments. Prior to 
joining ACER, she was the National Project Manager for OECD/PISA in Austria, 
where she conducted research on PISA, IEA/PIRLS and TIMSS, and wrote her 
doctoral thesis about individualised mathematics instruction in Austria’s primary 
schools. Citizen-led, household-based assessments, to her, have a very important 
mission, and that is to measure basic literacy and numeracy competencies of all 
children – whether they are enrolled in school or not, and to bring the state of ALL 
children’s learning into the focus of educational policy and practice.

Email: Ursula.Schwantner@acer.edu.au

Ursula Schwantner – Australian Council for 
Educational Research (ACER), Australia 



Tenzin started his career as a teacher and subsequently became Headmaster and 
Principal. Currently he is the Secretary of BCSEA, where his tasks are to digitize 
and streamline the conduct of national examinations and assessment with best 
practices, enhance delivery of services, ensure transparency and credibility in 
their assessment system, and establish an institution that will spearhead 
research and development in the field of assessment and student learning. He 
completed a Master’s in Curriculum & Instruction from University of New 
Brunswick, Canada, in 2000, where his thesis was on Assessment (Rubrics) and 
assessment theory. He has been involved with assessment and teacher training 
since then. Additionally, he has been associated with various projects of His 
Majesty the King (then Crown Prince) of Bhutan. Tenzin was instrumental in 
starting the first private radio broadcasting service for Youth in Bhutan to inform 
and educate the public on democracy. He completed his schooling from St. 
Joseph's School, North Point, Darjeeling, India in 1985. Tenzin is happily married 
with a daughter and 2 sons. 

Email: tnzndj@gmail.com

Tenzin Dorji – Bhutan Council for School 
Examinations and Assessment, Bhutan



Born in Jakarta and raised in various cities across Indonesia and the U.S, Sharon 
loves travelling and experiencing different parts of the world. Her experience of 
growing up in cross-cultural dynamic learning environments made her realize the 
importance of education in shaping and opening up her outlook in life. Working for 
the National Team for the Acceleration of Poverty Reduction in Indonesia has 
allowed her to see the unfortunate impact of low quality schooling to children 
living in various beautiful, remote corners of the country. Her passion is to see an 
equally encouraging learning environment for all children of all backgrounds. With 
that, the outdoors, good coffee, music, painting and books are her dearest friends. 
There is nothing more soothing than reading a good book with a cup of coffee by 
one’s side with the crashing ocean waves as music playing in the background, she 
feels.

Email: Sharon.kanthy@tnp2k.go.id

Sharon Kanthy Lumbanraja – National Team for the 
Acceleration of Poverty Reduction (TNP2K), 
Indonesia



Anindito is a founding member and associate researcher at the Center
for Educational and Policy Research (or PSPK), and also a lecturer in 
educational psychology at the University of Surabaya, Indonesia. His 
research interests lie in the intersection between scientific literacy and 
educational assessment. Currently he coordinates PSPK’s initiative to 
generate reliable information on Indonesian children’s level of basic 
literacy and numeracy. He lives in Surabaya, Indonesia, with his wife 
and two lovely daughters. The family loves traveling, taking pictures, 
and writing about their experiences. Some of their photos (and his 
wife's travel writings) can be viewed at http://travelingprecils.com

Email: anindito.aditomo@pspk.web.id

Anindito Aditomo – Pusat Studi Pendidikan
dan Kebijakan, PSPK (Centre for Educational 
and Policy Research), Indonesia

http://travelingprecils.com/


Panya was a lecturer at the department of Electrical Engineering, Faculty of 
Engineering, National University of Laos till 2008, when he moved to Quality 
Assurance Center for Education (QACE) under Ministry of Education and 
Sports (MoES) as Deputy Director. In QACE he conducted the development of 
Educational Quality Standards and assessment procedure for primary and 
secondary School, TVET and higher education institutions. Currently, his role is 
providing training to schools and also to the assessors to improve and accredit 
the quality. QACE is developing the National Qualifications Framework (NQF) 
for TVET/higher education and learning standard for basic education. He is 
also engaged in reviewing the prevalent learning assessment system of 
Lao and to propose reforms in policy to Ministry of Education. 

Email: Cpanya.ee@gmail.com

Panya Chanthavong – Ministry of Education 
and Sports, QA Center, Lao



29-year-old Otgonbaatar has been a researcher at the Institute of Education 
in Mongolia since 2013. Born in Govi-Altay province, Mongolia, he obtained a 
Bachelor’s in Education from Mongolian National University of Education in 
2009, and a Master’s in Education Assessment and Measurement from 
National Taichung University of Education in 2013. He was also a coordinator 
at Mongolian Academy of Sciences from 2009-2011 and has been working as 
a researcher at Institute of Education since 2013. 
A keen sportsperson, he was a member of his school volleyball and table 
tennis teams, for which he can find no time now, instead visits the gym. He is 
an avid reader and also translates Mongolian poems into English. He has six 
siblings, four brothers and two sisters and a host of nephews and nieces. 
Otgonbaatar hopes to marry his fiancée in the near future.

Email: oogii_tennis@hotmail.com

Otgonbaatar Khajidmaa – Institute of 
Education, Mongolia 



Waqas is a social sector specialist. He currently works as a Deputy 
Director (Marketing and Partnerships) at Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi and is 
involved in launching alliances and networks, and resource mobilization 
under corporate social responsibility. He has also been involved with 
ASER Pakistan since 2008 and led ASER in the northern regions of 
Pakistan. 

Email: waqas@itacec.org

Waqas Hameed Bajwa – Idara-e-Taleem-o-
Aagahi, Pakistan



Richard DLC Gonzales is from the Philippines, but prefers being called just "CHA". He
is presently the Director of Test Development and Research Group of the Global
Resources for Assessment, Curriculum and Evaluation (GRACE) and concurrently the
Chairman & President of the Inno-Change International Consultants Inc. (IIC).
He is a registered and licensed psychometrician in the Philippines and from time to
time, teaches Psychology and Statistics courses at University of Santo Tomas
Graduate School in Manila. He also functions as an International Consultant for
education projects funded by either ADB or World Bank in the Asia-Pacific.

Email: r-gonzales@consultant.com

Richard DLC Gonzales – Global Resources for 
Assessment, Curriculum and Evaluation 
(GRACE) & Inno-Change International 
Consultant, Inc (IIC), Philippines



Ramya is a Programme Specialist in the Section for Inclusive Quality 
Education at UNESCO's Regional Bureau for Education in Asia and the 
Pacific, based in Bangkok. At UNESCO Bangkok, she leads the team on 
Quality of Education and is Head of the NEQMAP Secretariat. Prior to 
joining UNESCO Bangkok in 2012, Ramya worked for six years at 
UNESCO HQ in Paris on teacher issues. 
Earlier, Ramya worked for a number of years in different parts of Sub-
Saharan Africa on various education projects with NGOs. She holds a 
Master's in International Education Policy from Harvard University and 
is mother to a very active 2½ year old boy. Ramya is an American 
citizen of Indian origin.

Email: r.vivekanandan@unesco.org

Ramya Vivekanandan – NEQMAP, 
Thailand



Kathleen Sullivan is a Communications Consultant for UNESCO in 
Bangkok. She works with the NEQMAP Secretariat on digital 
strategy, communication and design for projects related to 
education quality and learning assessment in the Asia-Pacific 
region.

Email: k.sullivan@unesco.org

Kathleen Sullivan – NEQMAP, Thailand 



Nguyen works for Vietnam Institute of Educational Sciences. He has two 
Bachelor’s degrees: in Mathematics in 1984 at Hanoi University of Education, 
campus 2; in Informatics technology in 2000 at Hanoi University of Science and 
Technology. In addition he has a Master’s degree in Social Sciences and 
Humanities in1995 at Hanoi University of Education, campus 2, and a Ph.D in 
Education Study, majoring in Theory and Methodology of teaching Mathematics 
in 2001 at the Vietnam Institute of Educational Sciences.
Over about 20 years, he has gradually expanded his areas of study to: (i) Theory 
and methods of teaching mathematics; (ii) Evaluation of education; and (iii) 
education curriculum. In the field “Education Assessment”: Studying theory in 
education assessment; Studying and applying the mentioned above theories in 
learner’s assessment; Studying and applying theories in assessment of teachers; 
Studying and applying theories into assessment of education quality (national 
and international assessment).

Email: lanphuongkhgd@yahoo.com and lanphuongvkhgdvn@gmail.com

Nguyen Thi Lan Phuong – Vietnam Institute of 
Educational Sciences, Vietnam



Tran is a researcher of educational outcomes assessment at the Center for 
Education Outcomes Assessment (CEOA)-Vietnam National Institute of Education 
Sciences (VNIES). Her main research topics are methodology, application and 
implementation of educational learning outcomes assessment; implementing 
assessment program according to international standards in Vietnam.  She is also 
the leader of the Unit on National and International Assessment, where she is 
responsible for setting up standards and criteria, methods, processes, tools for 
assessing educational outcomes of students at all educational levels. Additionally, 
she is responsible for setting up assessing science on educational outcomes in 
Vietnam and also provide scientific and technological services in educational 
outcomes assessment to international and national organizations and individuals. 
She has a Master’s in Education Management. Earlier, from 2001-2010, she 
worked on a project on Early Intervention for VIC- VNIES in Vietnam.
Tran lives in Hanoi. Her family comprises her husband and 2 children. 

Email: Lgriver04@yahoo.com

Tran Thi Huong Giang – Center for Educational 
Outcomes Assessment (CEOA) – Vietnam 
National Institute for Educational Sciences 
(VNIES), Vietnam



Ruchi Kulbir Singh – Global 
Partnership for Education (GPE)

Ruchi Singh has a keen interest in exploring innovative solutions to increase access and 
quality of learning for all out of school children, specifically for children with disabilities in 
low resource settings. With more than 10 years of experience, her specialty lies in 
understanding and creating evidence based solutions to address challenges within 
classroom and the larger school ecosystem, strategy, content development, qualitative 
research and analysis. 

Beginning her career as a special educator in India, teaching young children she explored 
the value ‘special schools’ added to children’s learning experience and means of including 
disabled children with their non-disabled peers. She went on the explore inclusion in 
practice- by setting up an all-inclusive school in India, organizing and researching practice, 
where disabled and non-disabled peers studied together. At Sesame Workshop, her role 
focused on leading content development and research for all social impact initiatives across 
India and advocating with the local governments to scale up evidence based best practices. 

Ruchi completed her undergraduate studies in Child Development and training as a Special 
Educator from University of Delhi. She also has a master’s degree in Global Health and 
Development from University College London. Currently, she is an International Kennedy 
Fellow at the Global Partnership for Education Secretariat at the World Bank at Washington 
D.C. At GPE she works to promote equity, gender equality and inclusion for all in a full cycle 
of quality education, targeting the poorest and most marginalized.

When she is not busy doing origami or yoga, she can be found in the mountains of Ladakh, 
where she volunteers every year with a local community disability project. 

Email: rkulbirsingh@globalpartnership.org



PAL Network ‘leaders meet’ workshop participants

June 6 to 10, 2016

PACE Hotel

Aurangabad



Syeed Ahamed is the founder and CEO of Institute of Informatics and Development 
(IID), a think tank that promotes evidence-based and participatory public policy. 
Prior to that, he served a long research career at various national and international 
organizations, including at the University of Melbourne (2007-2010), the Centre for 
Policy Dialogue, Dhaka (2000-2002, 2004-2006); and the House of Representatives 
of the Australian Parliament House, Canberra (2003). He is a public policy analyst by 
training and has studied public policy at the Australian National University and at 
the University of Melbourne. He is also a blogger, and has numerous publications to 
his credit which include journal articles, book chapters and monographs. He has 
received the Australian Alumni Excellence Award (2015), Australian Leadership 
Award (2007); the Asian Emerging Leader Award from the Asia Foundation, San 
Francisco (2004); and Australian Development Scholarship Award (2003). His 
current research interests include evidence-informed public policy, policy 
informatics and participatory e-governance. His recent policy advocacy efforts focus 
a lot on education policy and education financing. Under his leadership, IID has 
carried out citizen-led surveys in schools on basic competency, safety and rights of 
students; conducted research on education financing; and has run policy advocacy 
campaigns that can be explored here: http://iid.org.bd/category/area/education

Email: syeed@iidbd.org 

Syeed Ahamed – Institute of Informatics and 
Development (IID), Bangladesh



Kizito is the Country Director of Djangirde Cameroon and Founder and Managing 
Director of Amom Foundation d.b.a in Cameroon as Amom Charity. Kizito is a 
seasoned finance professional with expertise in risk management. He has held 
management roles in some global financial institutions like Bank of New York 
Mellon, Bank of America, Wells Fargo, to name a few. His passion for education is 
reflected in his nine years of leading Amom Foundation whereby through its 
programs, the organization has reached out to thousands of underprivileged kids 
annually. He also pioneered the introduction and implementation of 
entrepreneurship as part of the curriculum in schools in Cameroon as a solution to 
curb youth unemployment. Kizito obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Economics and 
Agribusiness from the University of Dschang in Cameroon, an MBA in International 
Business from the University of St. Thomas in Houston -Texas, a Master’s degree in 
Finance with focus on financial engineering from Tulane University in New Orleans, 
Louisiana and Leadership Certificates in Strategic Framework for Non-profit 
Organizations, Financial Stewardship Non-governmental organizations and 
Understanding Governance as Leadership from John. F. School of Government at 
Harvard University. Afowiri is currently pursuing a Ph.D with projected graduation in 
2018. He is the 2006 recipient of the Greater Houston Business Ethics Award, 
featured in Harvard Kennedy School Alumni Magazine and has been guest speaker 
at numerous universities for his work at Amom Charity. He loves people and travel.
Email: afowiri@amomcharity.org and afowiri@amomfoundation.org

Afowiri Kizito Fondzenyuy (Kitz) – Amom
Foundation and Djangirde, Cameroon



Adjei Kadiri works with Choice Ghana, a local NGO based in the Northern Region of 
Ghana. He has been working with the organization for over five years. He is 
currently the Programme Coordinator of SCALE Ghana (Ghana version of the Citizen 
Led Assessment) movement with key support from the PAL Network. As a BSc 
Community Nutrition graduate, Adjei has spent most of his time working on 
education programmes in the organization and that earned him a title of  
“Nutritionist-Educationist”, by his friends. Adjei has also been working to empower 
communities to effectively participate in quality education delivery through Rights 
Based Approaches (RBA). 

Email: adjeikadiri@gmail.com

Adjei Kadiri – CHOICE GHANA /SCALE 
GHANA, Ghana



Might is an educational planner, and has been with University of 
Cape Coast for a decade, with specialization in systemic and 
structural planning of education systems in Ghana. He has a long-
standing interest in teacher, school and academic planning and 
learning management issues using statistical tools and indicators for 
educational and management efficiency. He has recently been 
appointed a national consultant for a study on Out-of-School 
Children in Ghana. Might has worked with both IBIS Ghana and 
Choice to develop the SCALE Ghana (Ghana version of the Citizen 
Led Assessment) movement with key support from the PAL 
Network.
Might lives in the coastal city of Cape Coast in the Central Region of 
Ghana with his wife, Martha and two lovely children, Micaiah, aged 
5 and Milcah, aged 1. He is very excited about the prospect of 
coming to India, his first, and joining the meeting with other PAL 
Network members.  He looks forward to an interactive session.

Email: mightabreh@gmail.com

Might Kojo Abreh – University of Cape 
Coast, Ghana



Usman is currently the Data Analyst at ASER Pakistan-ITA, responsible for 
managing and delivering all aspects of data management: preparing 
sampling lists, data collection, data entry, validating data, cleaning/crunching 
data and performing rigorous data analyses using various statistical 
softwares. He has joined the PAL Network Secretariat team for six months 
(January – June 2016) as the first participant in the PAL Network Young 
Professional’s Fellowship program where he is responsible for building a data 
repository for PAL data; supporting the network working groups on research 
and methodology, and conducting multi-country analyses of PAL Network 
data, amongst other responsibilities. Usman has worked extensively on 
multiple initiatives at ITA and specializes in the field of data management 
and analysis. Usman holds a Master’s degree in Computer Science from the 
National College of Business Administration & Economics in Lahore.

Email: data@palnetwork.org

Muhammad Usman – PAL Network, 
Kenya



Hannah-May Wilson is Program Manager for the PAL Network Secretariat, 
responsible for amplifying the voice and raising the profile of the network 
globally. Prior to joining the PAL Network Secretariat, Hannah-May worked as 
a Senior Program Officer in Communications for Uwezo East Africa. She 
started her career as a researcher for the British Red Cross and the UK 
Cabinet Office before moving to Canada where she worked as an Analyst for 
the Government of Ontario. Hannah-May holds an M.Sc in Social Policy 
Research from the London School of Economics and Political Science and sits 
on the Board of Trustees for Future First Global.

Email: hmwilson@palnetwork.org

Hannah-May Wilson – PAL Network, 
Kenya



An avid traveler who has been straddling cultures since her early teens, 
Codou is an education specialist with a passion for gender equity and 
promoting girls and women’s education. She believes that a meaningful 
education offers the shortest pathway to socio-economic and gender 
equality. Codou has worked with a variety of international development 
agencies and non-profit organizations, either as a senior staff or as a 
consultant. She has taught French and Spanish at university-level in the US 
and is a trained translator, interpreter and intercultural trainer. She has 
published book chapters, as well as academic and general interest articles. 
Codou loves to read, write, cook and especially eat. She loves Indian food 
and will willingly put on pounds during her stay in India. A collector of 
beautiful fabrics, she looks forward to discovering the silks of Aurangabad.

Email: cdiaw@palnetwork.org

Codou Diaw – PAL Network, Kenya



Sara serves as Coordinator of the People’s Action for Learning (PAL) 
network. The network currently comprises civil society organizations that 
are conducting citizen-led assessments in nine countries in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. Prior to serving in this position, Sara initiated the citizen -led 
process in Kenya in 2009 that currently operates as Uwezo. She later moved 
on and served as Regional Manager of Uwezo East Africa at Twaweza, a 
citizen-driven initiative in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania, that uses evidence 
to draw public attention to children’s learning. Prior to joining Uwezo, Sara 
was a lecturer at Kenyatta University. She sits on several 
committees/boards/platforms, such as Global Education Monitoring Report, 
the Global reading network, Longhorn Publishers and INCLUDE Knowledge 
Platform. She trained as a teacher in Kenyatta University in Kenya, and got 
her doctorate degree from Heidelberg University in Germany.

Email: sruto@palnetwork.org

Sara Ruto – Director PAL Network, 
Kenya



Matilde has been engaged in the development of school 
councils since 2011. Her job entails convincing teachers and 
parents to take more responsibility in the school management. 
She is worried that the problem of children not learning 
adequately is not being addressed in her country. She is 
committed to contribute towards improving school outcomes 
from a citizen's perspective. She would also like to see more 
women participating in debates on quality of education.

Email: melomatilde64@yahoo.com.br

Matilde Freia Eugénio Tomás de Melo –
Facilidade ICDS, Mozambique



Armando studied political science and diplomacy but ended 
up as "a teacher by accident!"Much to his surprise, he likes 
being a teacher. He has been working on citizens’ 
participation since 2002 and strategizing how to improve 
citizen’s participation in the improvement of quality of basic 
services.
Born in a small fishing village called Angoche, in 
Mozambique, Armando loves football, fishing and cooking!   

Email: armandoali@yahoo.com

Armando Ali – Facilidade ICDS, 
Mozambique



Modupe (Mo) is the Managing Director of The Education Partnership Centre (TEP Centre) and an 
education policy expert with several years of research experience spanning academia and private 
sector research. She is passionate about strengthening public and private sector partnerships in 
education, and supports the development of education plans in several states. Mo was a member of 
the technical team assembled by the Honourable Minister of Education and wrote a section of the 
Ministry’s Strategic Plan for Education (2011-2015). Mo has previously worked with Accenture and 
Junior Achievement and was a trustee of the Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council UK. She now 
leads the implementation of LEARNigeria; Nigeria’s first citizen-led household assessment of learning 
which is currently piloting tests in early grade literacy and numeracy. She sits on the boards of 
Incubator Africa Development Teams and development Research and Projects Centre (dRPC). Mo was 
also the Vice-Chair of the Technical Committee which designed, organized and reported the Nigeria 
Economic Summit (NES20) on Education held in March 2014. 
As a Centenary Scholar (Africa), Mo earned a PhD in Education and International Development from 
the Institute of Education (IOE), University of London where her research probed the effectiveness of 
public and private schools in Nigeria and proposed a framework for public-private partnership (PPP) 
in the education sector. She was also awarded a Master’s with Distinction in Education and 
International Development from the same institution. In 2014, Mo was recognized by the President 
of Nigeria as one of the 100 Guardians of Nigeria’s Future.

Email: Mo.olateju@tepcentre.com

Modupe (Mo) Adefeso-Olateju – The 
Education Partnership Centre, Nigeria



Zaida Mgalla is a Master’s degree holder in Education from Murdoch University, 
Australia and she joined Uwezo in February 2012, and is the current Country Manager 
for Tanzania. Zaida oversees the implementation of Uwezo activities in Tanzania to 
contribute to the regional initiative of promoting learning in East Africa. She is 
currently a member of the PAL Network steering committee. She is married and has a 
son and two daughters. Zaida has worked with the Ministry of Education as a 
secondary school teacher for languages and literature for 10 years and has excellent 
understanding of Tanzania’s education system. Zaida has worked with local and 
international NGOs including Tanzania-Netherlands Support on Aids control (TANESA) 
and SNV Tanzania (Dutch organization) in the fields related to education and local 
governance, School WASH, gender, Sexual and Reproductive Health/HIV/AIDS 
interventions for school and communities, Training and Facilitation, CSOs capacity 
building on project planning, organization management, team building, project 
monitoring and evaluation. Her previous positions include Senior Program Officer-
Research and Country Coordinator (UWEZO Tanzania), WASH advisor and Senior 
Advisor -Education Governance (SNV Tanzania), Regional Coordinator, Youth 
SRH/HIV/AIDS interventions, Lake Zone (TANESA). Zaida has also worked as a part-
time tutor for Southern Hampshire University under the auspices of Open University 
of Tanzania, tutoring Master’s degree students enrolled in the Community Economic 
Development course. She is a writer and has authored many working papers and 
more than 15 publications in international journals, and co-edited a book with Dr.
Ties Boerma on Women Infertility in Sub-Saharan Africa. She believes that 
“Knowledge is power.”

Email: zmgalla@twaweza.org

Zaida Mgalla –
TWAWEZA, Tanzania



Mary Goretti Nakabugo is Country Lead of Twaweza East Africa and Manager 
of the Uwezo citizen-led assessment program in Uganda. Twaweza East Africa 
works on enabling children to learn, citizens to be vigilant and governments to 
be more open and responsive in Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda. Prior to joining 
Twaweza in December 2012, Goretti’s major work had been in the higher 
education sector in Uganda and abroad. She has worked as  Senior Lecturer 
and Acting Director of Higher Education Studies at University of KwaZulu-
Natal, South Africa; as Senior Lecturer and Head of the Department of 
Curriculum, Teaching and Media, Makerere University, Uganda; as Education 
Research Fellow to the Irish-African Partnership for Research Capacity 
Building, based at Mary Immaculate College, University of Limerick, Ireland; 
and as Visiting Professor to the Centre for the Study of International 
Cooperation in Education, Hiroshima University, Japan. She was a member of 
the International Association of Universities (IAU) Reference Group on higher 
education for Education for All (EFA) (2012-2015). She holds a PhD in 
Education from the University of Cape Town, South Africa in 2004. Her 
research interests are in the areas of education and international 
development; teacher education; higher education development and 
partnerships; basic education development; assessment for learning; 
curriculum development; and what works to improve learning outcomes in 
developing countries. During her free time, she enjoys going to the gym and 
reading biographies of inspirational people such as Nelson Mandela while 
sipping on a glass of red wine.

Email: gnakabugo@twaweza.org

Mary Goretti Nakabugo 
– TWAWEZA, Uganda



Emmanuel Manyasa is the Country Manager of 
Twaweza East Africa, Kenya. Additionally, he 
chairs the Data and Design working group of the 
PAL Network. He is also a member of several 
professional organizations, including the African 
Economic Research Consortium (AERC). 

Emmanuel holds a PhD in development 
economics and has 11 years’ experience of 
teaching and research in the same at the 
Kenyatta University. He and his wife have recently 
been blessed with a baby girl.

Email: emanyasa@twaweza.org

Emmanuel Manyasa – TWAWEZA,  
Kenya



Participants from India – Pratham, ASER and SDSN

June 4 to 10, 2016

PACE Hotel

Aurangabad



Anuradha has been working with ASER Centre for the past three years. 
She has an undergraduate degree in Philosophy from the UK and has 
always been interested in the development sector. She enjoys focusing 
on simple and tangible approaches to complex problems of the 
development sector and enjoys learning about the dynamics of these 
problems.
She is extremely fond of writing and traveling. Over her time in college 
and at ASER Centre, she has spent a considerable amount of time 
visiting new places and understanding different cultures. Anuradha
lived in Finland as a child, followed by India and then London during 
university. She enjoys the eye-opening experience of witnessing how 
people live across different parts of the world, and is currently 
exploring this within the vast Indian context.

Email: anuradha.agrawala@asercentre.org

Anuradha Agrawala – ASER Centre, 
New Delhi



Arushi Sharma has been working for ASER Centre for the past two years 
as the Communications Associate. Having studied arts with Philosophy as 
her major, she has a post graduate diploma in International Law and 
Diplomacy. Arushi loves to watch movies and is social media savvy. 

Email: arushisharma@asercentre.org

Arushi Sharma – ASER Centre, 
New Delhi



Bhalchandra lives in Mumbai, Maharashtra and has been working with 
Pratham/ASER Centre since the last 14 years. He  has two post graduate 
degrees – one in Economics and the other in Social Work, from Nagpur 
University. He loves meeting new people and working at new locations. 
He spends most of his evenings playing with his 2 month old daughter, 
Ovi.

Email: bhushanshahare@gmail.com

Bhalchandra Shahare– ASER 
Centre



Ketan works in the Assessment Unit at ASER Centre, where he leads learning 
assessment and program evaluation-related projects. He is a part of the ASER 
Survey's core team since 2012 and is currently working on the design of the new 
ASER Beyond Basics.
Ketan holds a Master’s degree in International Economics from the University of 
Lancaster. Before joining ASER, he worked with an NGO called Make a Difference 
where he taught English to children in an orphanage in the Old Delhi area. Ketan 
loves travelling and has recently started trying his hand at photography.

Email: ketan.verma@asercentre.org
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Madhav Chavan – Pratham Education 
Foundation
Madhav Chavan is a co-founder of Pratham Education 
Foundation. He led the organization from inception to 2015.   
Madhav completed his Ph.D. in Chemistry from Ohio State 
University in 1983 and returned to India in 1986 after his 
post-doctoral work at the University of Houston. He has 
been involved in literacy work and education activities since 
1989. Along with Farida Lambay, he started Pratham in 1994 
in Mumbai. 

Widely regarded as one of the most innovative minds in 
education, Madhav was awarded the 2012 WISE Prize for 
Education by the Qatar Foundation which is equated with a 
“Nobel Prize" for work done in education. His innovative 
work has brought Pratham recognition and awards like the 
Skoll Award for Social Entrepreneurship, and recognition 
from the BBVA Foundation, Spain. He has also been named 
a ‘Game Changer’ by the Asia Society in New York.  

Currently, Madhav is focussing on developing the vocational 
training arm of Pratham as well as the digital learning 
innovations. 

Email: madhavchavan@pratham.org



Rukmini Banerji joined Pratham in 1996. Since then, she has been a member of 
the leadership team of the organization. She has extensive field experience in 
rural and urban areas in program implementation as well as in assessment, survey, 
evaluation, and research. Rukmini took over as CEO of Pratham in July 2015.
Initially trained as an economist in India, she did her B.A. at St. Stephen's College 
and attended the Delhi School of Economics. She was a Rhodes Scholar at the 
Oxford University and completed her Ph.D. at the University of Chicago where she 
also did post-doctoral research at the Population Research Centre. Rukmini 
worked as a program officer at the Spencer Foundation in Chicago for several 
years before returning to India in 1996. Originally from Bihar, she is now based in 
New Delhi.
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Ranajit has been with Pratham since 2003, and currently works for ASER Centre. 
This long stint at Pratham has given him an opportunity to participate in 
programme implementation, research and survey as well to see a fair bit of East 
and North East India, and interact with a diverse range of people at the grass 
roots. Currently he is the General Manager and head of Communications at ASER 
Centre. He is also an occasional blogger, which more often than not, ends up 
being travelogues.
Ranajit has an undergraduate degree in Psychology from Delhi University and a 
Diploma in Export Management from the Institute of Exports in the UK. Before 
joining Pratham, Ranajit worked in international trade, both in India and overseas.

Email: ranajit59@gmail.com

Ranajit Bhattacharyya – ASER Centre,   
New Delhi



Suman has worked at ASER Centre since 2008. She loves to travel and 
thanks to this job, has been able to visit Kenya, Uganda, Senegal and 
Mexico in addition to almost every state in India. So she is very happy 
that the CLA family is growing. Prior to ASER she has been a software 
developer, a high school teacher, an education specialist, and a 
researcher. She has worked with government, private, non-government 
and international organizations and lived in several countries, including 
India, the United States, Pakistan and Mexico. Suman earned an 
undergraduate degree in Economics with Honours from Delhi 
University, and Master’s and Doctoral degrees in Education from 
Harvard University. She has a 23-year-old son who is a pilot and lives in 
Vancouver.  
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Samarth Pathak – UN Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network

Based in New Delhi, Samarth Pathak is a policy analyst and public 
advocacy specialist currently associated with the UN Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network. Samarth was previously engaged 
with the Aspen Institute India, The Energy and Resources Institute 
(TERI) and ANI-Reuters TV. His experience encompasses policy 
analysis and advocacy, Track II Diplomacy, strategic communication, 
external relations and news reporting and production. Pathak 
currently writes for The Huffington Post. His reports and op-eds 
have also appeared in The Guardian, Reuters Alertnet, Dawn, 
Hardnews and The Asian Age. Pathak received his M.A. in Human 
Rights and Duties from the Department of Political Science, Jamia
Millia Islamia and B.A (Honours) in Journalism from the University 
of Delhi.

Email: samarth.pathak@gmail.com


