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EDUCATION LANDSCAPE IN INDIA
Every year since 2005, the ASER survey attempts to answer two critical questions...

1. Are our children going to school?
Enrolment
Attendance

Enrolment levels are at 96%
Attendance levels are at 72%

2. Are they learning in school?
Here are some answers from ASER 2013…
Learning levels
In 2013,

37.7% of Std III children
cannot read words in
their own language

74% of Std 3 children
cannot solve this
subtraction problem

53% of Std 5 children
cannot read the
above story in their
own language

74.5% of Std 5 children cannot solve this division problem

So how do we know how much our children are
learning?

ASER SURVEY
The first Annual Status of Education Report survey was conducted in 2005. Since then, it has been
conducted in almost every rural district every year to understand learning outcomes of children in
elementary school. It is the only annual source of information on learning levels of children available in
India. 2014 is the tenth ASER survey. The survey is designed and coordinated by ASER Centre, facilitated
by Pratham, and led by more than 30, 000 Indian citizens.
We use simple, low-cost tools to assess at scale and to increase the understanding of citizens about the
current status of elementary education.

Regular, reliable &
relevant data on
basic learning
outcomes for over
700,000 children
every year

Simple yet scientific
methods of
sampling and
assessment at scale
for high impact at
low cost

Nationwide
participation
through citizen
groups

Completes survey
in approximately
100 days, engaging
over 30,000
volunteers each
year and covering
over 3,00,000
households in 550
rural districts
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HOW IS IT DONE?
Developing partnerships
Office

College

University

NGO

Every year over 500 local groups / organizations and over 30,000 volunteers across the
country participate in ASER

Building capacities

National
Workshop

District Level
Training

ASER Centre conducts
workshops at the national, state
and district levels to build the
capacity of the team members
and volunteers, as preparation
for the survey

Conducting the ASER survey

The core objective is to capture the enrollment status and basic reading and arithmetic levels of
children. Extensive monitoring & recheck is conducted in surveyed villages.

Disseminating findings
ASER Centre endeavors to
communicate the ASER
findings to concerned
government officials and
beneficiaries.

Dissemination is carried
out at 4 levels – National,
State, District and Subdistrict.
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OUR REACH SO FAR
The ASER Report has been referred in important policy documents such as the Planning Commission's
Approach Paper to the 12th Five Year Plan. In addition, ASER has been acknowledged by USAID, AusAID&
World Vision in a multi-year initiative called All Children Reading: A Grand Challenge for Development.
The ASER effort has inspired ASER like initiatives in countries such as Pakistan, East Africa, Mali and Senegal.
All District and Block Education
officers were closely involved in
conducting ASER 2013

ASER was quoted in the CUTS’
Memo to Chief Minister of
Rajasthan on the occasion of PreBudget Consultation with NGOs in
March 2012
Shri Montek Singh
Ahluwalia released the
ASER 2013 national report
on January 15, 2014
After a successful
release of the ASER
findings in 2011, ASER
Centre was hired by
the government
of Gujarat to
evaluate the
performance of
their Gunotsav
program
The Chief Minister
released the ASER
report in 2009
ASER 2013 findings
shared with
Education Minister
And State Project
Director
District Institutes of Education &
Training have partnered with ASER
to conduct the survey in all districts
of AP every year since 2007

Vice Chancellor of the University of Kashmir
released the ASER J&K state report 2011
Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh released the
ASER 2012 state report in 2013
ASER 2013 conducted by
DIETS in all districts
ASER Centre conducted
a state-wide school
based assessment in
May, 2014

Leader of the Opposition
Party released the ASER
Meghalaya state report in
2010

Officials from the Education
Department and SSA were
present for the ASER Manipur
state report release in 2013
Secretary Education released the
ASER West Bengal state report in
2010

Human Resource Development Minister
released the ASER Jharkhand report in 2011.

Education Minister of Chhattisgarh released the state
report on January 16, 2014

ASER 2013 was conducted in all districts
by NSS students
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SUPPORT US !
Be a ‘State Champion’ – Sponsor all districts of any state
Be a ‘District Champion’- Sponsor one district of any state

Adopt a district
Per district cost = INR 90,000

The funds raised for a district will be utilised for training and survey
All donations will be eligible for a tax exemption under Section 80G
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SUPPORT ASER LIKE
THEY DID.
Gray Matters Capital Foundation
Puzzolana Machinery Fabricators
Sara International
The Peter G. Peterson Fund
Hazira LNG Pvt Limited
Vinmar Inc.
Dey Enterprises

Gujarat Paguthan Energy Corporation Limited
The Marc Haas Foundation
HCL Technologies Limited
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JOIN THE ASER EFFORT
“Quality indeed lies at the heart of the goal of “Education for All”. What happens in classrooms
and other learning environments is vitally important to the future of our citizens, and indeed to
the future of our Republic. “
- Shri Hamid Ansari at the ASER 2010 National report release

90% attendance, a bright spot
- Times of India
‘More kids go to private schools’

- Asian Age

Most primary students can’t even read well: Report
- Tribune News Service

“These Annual Status Report of Education (ASER)
surveys document an interesting paradox.”
– Tehelka, 2013
“There has been no significant improvement in children’s
ability to read; children are struggling with basic arithmetic.
This is definitely worrisome and the long-term effects on the
nation would be disastrous.” – Hindustan Times
“If the government does not provide a school, you can be sure that not much learning
is going to happen. But going beyond inputs to outputs is quite important. That’s what
this survey does. And I certainly appluad ASER for their consistent effort.”
- Shri Montek Singh Ahluwalia at the ASER 2013 National report release
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NOTES FROM THE FIELD
Early next morning, armed with the school
teacher’s map and equipped with what we have
learned the day before, we arrive at the centre of
the village. Despite the dirt and dust in the
dilapidated neighbourhood, there is a holiday feel
all round. A sunny breeze is blowing through the
Buddhist prayer flags. It is Sunday in Bhalukpong.
According to our instructions, we are to divide the
village into four quadrants. In each quadrant we are
to go to every fifth house and talk to all children in
these houses. We go up to the door of the first
house. A familiar face opens the door – our mapmaker school teacher. His two shy daughters come
out too. Oiled, neatly combed short hair, frocks with
belts at the back, they smile as we ask questions –
of course they are in school, one in Grade 4 and one
in Grade 8; both in their father’s school. Our
reading and arithmetic tasks are very simple for
them, but they do them seriously.
Our next stop is a crudely built bamboo house on stilts. Perched on the edge of the elevated verandah,
dangling his legs, is nine year old Timothy. He strains to read the simple paragraph we give him. He is in
Grade 3. Children tumble out of the bamboo room behind him and crowd around as he tries to read. While
Timothy struggles, his little sister pulls my hand. She couldn’t be more than four. “Can I try?” she asks. I
show her the numbers… different numbers from 1 to 100. The little girl points to each number, thinks
seriously for a few moments, and then in a firm quiet voice says “Forty four” “Sixty seven” “Twenty
nine”….
From house to house, family to family, we meet mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters, some literate, some
not, some contented, some with dreams, some homes that have nothing but still offer us tea. But
everywhere, every time, people gather around when children are asked to read or to do sums. In the
poorest house in the village, in the school teacher’s verandah, in the garden of the police constable, there
are serious discussions about schools, about learning and about the future of children.
By afternoon, we are well known in Lower Bhalukpong. People are inviting us into their homes and asking
us to “test” their children. Each child has is a story, a distinct identity, a combination of current abilities
and future potential. By day’s end we have visited twenty households, five from each section of the village,
and tested all the children. But beyond what we were supposed to have done, we feel we have chatted with
almost everyone.
As we leave, the school teacher is coming home with a bag of vegetables. He wants to know what we have
learned. We have learned a great deal. We have begun to understand how far the children have come and
how far they still have to go. Together, through chats and conversations, through the activities we did with
the children, we are beginning to see how the village fits into the bigger mosaic, common patterns with
other villages higher up in the mountains, comparisons with places far away. All of this adds up to the map
of India as it stands today. Not just dots and dashes, circles and solid lines on a piece of paper, but also
anxieties and dreams of where we want to be tomorrow.
-- Rukmini Banerji
ASER 2014 | 9

ABOUT ASER CENTRE
An autonomous research unit of Pratham
ASER Centre generates evidence for action. It focuses on outcomes and processes in education and other social
sectors. It builds the capacity of individuals and institutions to measure at scale, understand, communicate and
act upon the findings of assessments and research, with the objective of improving the quality of social sector
programs. It aims to create a culture where rigorous measurement of outcomes is integral to action, thus
bridging the gap between theory and practice, assumption and reality.
Our objectives
• Measure: Produce useful evidence for action
• Understand: Build capacity to generate and absorb evidence
• Communicate for Change: Communicate and disseminate the evidence widely

ASER Centre’s learning laboratory model

Develop Tools
and Pilot at
Scale

Generate Ideas

ASER Survey &
other Rapid
Assessment
and Evaluation
Projects

In-Depth
Studies

Some major research projects
ASER Survey

Study on Early Childhood
Education (funded by UNICEF
& SSA)

Exploring Post Primary
Schooling & Understanding
Access, Retention and
Learning

Inside Primary Schools: A study of teaching and learning in
rural India (funded by UNICEF & UNESCO)
A citizens’ initiative to
understand the status
of elementary
education in India

Assessment of the status of human development through
People’s Assessment of Health, Education and Livelihoods
survey (funded by UNDP & UNICEF)
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‘EVIDENCE FOR ACTION’

Measure to understand
Understand to communicate
Communicate to change

For more information:
Contact us: + 91-11-46023612, +91-11-26716084
contact@asercentre.org, www.asercentre.org, www.pratham.org

